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Foreworol

It brings we great pleasure to welcome you to this special
edition of our travel magazine devoted to the exceptional
bﬁ/]ut({j, rich heritage, and vibrant commumtg of Han
ALL Atoll, the northermmost region of the Maldives. As
the Council President, it is both an honor and a privilege
to introduce You to our atoll, a place where the heartbeat
of tradition harmonizes with the pulse of progress, anol
where nature and humanity coexist tn remarieable balance.
For too long, the Maldives has been known internationally
almost exclusively for its overwater villas, private resort,
and turquoise lagoons. wWhile these are certainly among
the wonders of our wation, they are just one chapter of a
much vicher story. Haa ALl Atoll tells a different story,
one of resilience, authenticity, and connection. Here, You
will discover islands where heritage Lives in every corner,
where untouched beaches and coval reefs thrive, and where
people welcome You not s a visitor, but as a guest in thelr
home.

Haa Al Atoll, also known traditionally as thavandhippoliv,
is a reglon steeped in the history of the Maldivian nation.
It is the birthplace and stronghold of our greatest national
hero, Sultan Mohamed Thakurufaanu al-Auzam, who
led a successful resistance ngainst the Portuguese tn the
1eth century. His legacy is etehed into the cultwral fabric
of this atoll, most notably in Utheemu, his birthplace and
the site of his preserved wooden palace Utheemu
Ganduvarw. Visiting Utheemu is not just a step back in
thme it is a jowrney into the soul of our identity as
Maldivians. The island is a synbol of cournge, independence,
and deep-rooted pride. But it is ow% one among many
historical and cultural sites across the atoll that tell the
story of our people’s strength, faith, and resourcefulness.
Kelaa, another historically tmportant island, offers a
glimpse into the ®British influence during the Second
orldd War. The island once housed a British staging
post, and remnants of that ern, including an old Lighthouse
and wmilitary facilities, are still visible. These sites,
combined with the vich oral histories of our elders, offer a
layered wavrative of an atoll that has long stood at the
crossronds of waritime trade, political change, and
cultural exchange.
our people are the true heart of Haa ALf Atoll. Life here
moves at a peaceful rhythm, shaped by strong community
ties, shaved values, and the wisdom passed down through
generations. The essence of Maldivian hospitality is found
i oour homes, our weals, and our conversations. Visitors
to Ha. Atoll are often strucle not only by the beauty of the
islands but by the genuineness of the people who Live on then.
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Education and empowerment are priorities across the
atoll. we have seen a steady vise in Local entrepreneurship,
especially in the areas of guesthouse towrism, fisheries,
and craft production. Women-Led initiatives in education,
environment, and small business are also growing,
supported ‘cg local councils and NGos. The people of Ha.
Atoll are proud, self-sufficlent, and enger to share thelr
way of Life with the world without compromising who
they are.

In recent years, Haa ALf Atoll has been quietly emerging
as a destination for vesponstble and community-
centered tourism. Unlike the crowded, commercial resort
zones of the central Maldives, Ha. Atoll offers something
more intimate, more tmmersive, and wore veal.
Travelers can stay in locally owned guesthouses, take
pavt bn daily activities, and explore the islands with Local
guides who know every story, every tree, and every corner.
We are deeply committed to developing tourism in o way
that preserves our environment, honors our culture, and
empowers our people. Through collaborative efforts with
evwvironmental organizations, national ministries, anot
internationnl partners, we are working to build an
infrastructure that supports responsible travel. we are
bmproving waste management, promoting remewable
energy, protecting coval veefs, and providing training
for tourism professionals vooted in Local knowledge and
global standards.

As the Council President of Han AL Atoll, | am
deeply aware of the vesponsibility that comes with
showeasing our home to the world. we oo so with
pride, but also with care. We do not seek mass
tourism. We seek wmeaningful connections. We
belleve in tourlsm that uplifts rather than disrupts,
that learns rather than consumes, and that gives
backe as wmuch as it takes.our doors are open, our
stories are waiting, and our hands are extended
in welcome. Come and experience the Maldives in
its most honest, most inspiring form.

with sincere gratitude,

Dosa Snofeeg

HA. Atoll Council Prestdent
Haa ALLf Atoll Cowncil
Republic of Maldives
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Haa AL Atoll: A Timeless Jewel of Maldivian Heritage

No discussion of Haa ALif Atoll can begin without
wmentioning Utheemu, an island etched deeply
into the wational comsclousness of the Maldives.
Utheemu is the birthplace of Mohawmed Thakurufaanu
Al-Auzam, the vevered wational hevo who led a
successful vesistance against Portuguese colonial
rule in the 1eth century. His campaign to restore
Islameic vule in the Maldives, kinown as the Thakuru-
faanw Jihad, began from this very atoll. The uUtheemu
Palace (Utheemu Ganduvarw), where Thakurufaanu
was born and ralsed, still stands today as a preserved
historical site. This wooden palace, built in traditional
Maldivian architecture, provides a rare glimpse into
the Lifestyle and living conditions of nobility during
pre-colonial times. Visitors can walk through its
narrow hallways and quiet courtyards, magining
the early years of the hero who would go on to shape the
natlon’s destiny. Thus, Haa AL Atoll is not just a
geographic region, it is the birthplace of freedom and
vesistance, makring it an lnvaluable site of Maldivian
heritage.

Awn Archive of slamic and Cultural Heritage

Haa ALLf Atoll is also a vepository of Islamic history
and cultwral identity. After the Maldives converted
to tslam in 1153 AD, the northern atolls played a vital
role tn preserving and spreading (slamdie values and
teachings throughout the archipelago. The atoll is home
to nwwmerous ancient mosques, coral stome tomlbs,
and religious schools, many of which are centuries old.
The Friday Mosque n Baarah and the old mosque tn
utheemu reflect classic Maldivian erafrsmanship with
intricate coral carvings, woodwork, and calligraphy.
These places are weore than spivltht centers, theg are
living museuwms that warate the story of slamic
devotion, local avthtrg, and educational traditions.
Additlonally, local customs such as boduberu
drumming, traditional fishing wmethods, and hand-
crafts contlnue to thrive tn the islands of Han ALLf,
contributing to the preservation of intangible cultural
heritage.

Strategic and Historical mportance

Due to its locatlon at the northern gatewny to the
Maldives, Haa Alif Atoll has always held strategic
importance. Historieally, it served as a buffer zone
against lvaders and traders sailing from the Arabian
Peninsula, the ndian subcontinent, and East Africa.
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During colonial times, the British and other forelgn
powers recognized the significance of the northern
atolls. While southern atolls weve more economically
developed, the northern ones, especially Ha. Atoll,
remained culturally vesilient and fiercely
autonomous. The legacy of self-reliance seen in
the resistance of Mohamed Thakurufaanu is echoed
in the identity of the reglon even today.

Preserved Natural and Archaeological Beauty

Han Alf Atoll s not only rich in history but also in
untouched natural beauty, making it a perfect blend
of cultural and ecological heritage. The atoll consists
of over 40 islands, many of which are uninhabited
and covered tn Lush tropleal vegetation. The underwater
sites arownd Ha. Atoll are believed to contain ancient
shipwrecks and coral structures dating back centuries.
These are of potential archaeological and wearine
historical significance, offering insight into the
Maldives’ comnections to anclent trade routes.
Furthermore, the relative isolation of the atoll has
allowed many traditional lifestyles and crafts to
survive modernization. The communities still practice
traditional boatbuilding (dhonl craftsmanship), palm
thatching, and lacoquer work—all of which ave essential
elements of Maldivian cultural heritage.

Sywbol of National Unity and Pride

Finally, Haa AL Atoll stands as a sywbol of national
unity, reminding all Maldivians of the price of freedom
and the lmportance of preserving identity. The story of
Mohamed Thakurufaanu is taught in every school, and
his legacy is celebrated across the country. But it is in
Han AL that this Legacy s most tangibly preserved, with
historieal buildings, velics, and oral histories passed down
from generation to generations.

Conclusion
n a nation defined by s atolls, Haa ALlif holds a
wnlque and Lrreplaceable place in the heritage of the
Maldives. As the cradle of vesistance, the preserver of
slamic tdentity, and a sanctuary of eultural tradition,
this northern atoll (s a testament to the resilience anot
pride of the Maldivian people. ks villages, mosques, and
natural landseapes together tell a story that wust be
remenmbered and protected. Designating Ha. Atoll as a
special heritage site is not merely an act of preservation
It is a commitment to honoring the soul of a nation.
(n doing so, the Maldives not only safeguards its past
but also builds a stronger, more connected identity for
future generations.
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THE NORTHERN MOST ISLAND OF THE MALDIVES

Experience the highest elevated tervain
among all the islands in the Maldives,
offering breathtaking panoramic views.
Discover the captivating black sand bank
on the south side, appearing and
disappearing with the changing seasons.
Explore the worthern side with its stuwning

)

white sand beaches, adding to the island’s allure.
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Experience the warm and welcoming atmosphere
of Thuraakuwan's community, consisting of 706
vestoents. Dlscover the active lnvolvement of the

50%% b the tourisim sector, and the island’s strong

connection to agriculture, where many residents
cultivate crops in thelr owin bamgaw{s. Learn
about the lmportant role women pm% n
government sectors on the tsland.
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The Black Sand Beach / HA. Thuraakunu
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THE YACHT’S SAILSHORE

Mi@“”/ Sigitgel 75 EMEeE g v uligan is an exquisite island located at
N ) < P 9 )
ot the MQLO{L\/LHI//L copital Male, is a ca/ptwmwg £ne very northern of the Maldives.
village westled ln the northwest reglon of the , )

i < ! The waters survounding the island
ndian Ocean. Knowwn as a favored stopover .

: are full of wmarine Life and the sunsets

are worth watching. The people of Uligan
ave both courteous and

for forelgn vessels crossing the Arabian Sea,
uligam boasts a world-famous natural yacht
havrbor, attracting waritime enthusinsts from
aroundl the globe. With its lush trees and
thriving marine Life, this idyllic island offers

a pleturesque escape. Notably, uligan is
home to a rarve anclent tree that (s exclusive
to the Maldives, adding to its natwral allure.

Lifestyle, aw
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Matheerah: A Historfeal and cultural Exploration of the Sacred (sland

Introoluction

Matheerah, often referved to as Matheerahfull, is an
uninhabited island Llocated in the worthernmost
reaches of the Maldives, within Haa Alifu Atoll.
Despite its small size and curvent state of abandonment,
Matheerah holds significant historical, cultural, and
spiritual value. This page describes the island's origins
and its transformation tnto a vevered shrine, the
practices associateot with it, and the challenges it faces
in the modern era.

Historical Origins and the Emergence of the Shrine

The origins of Matheerah's sacved status ave vooted in a
maritime legend. Fishermen from Hathifusht discovered
a woodlen box adrift at sea, which, upon tnspection, was
found to be a coffin bearing the inscription "All, the
vespected wman of Meeea." This discovery led to the
establishment of a mausolewm around the coffin,
transforming the island tnto a pilgrimage site .

Rituals and Practices at Matheerah

The shrine at Matheerah was not wmerely a tomb but a
center for communal vituals and offerings. Devotees
would travel to the island to fulfill vows, a practice known
s "Ziyarat." one of the wmost notable rituals tnvolved
welghing offerings against the weight of individuals,
symbolizing the fulfillment of promises made to the
splrit believed to reside there .

Avchitectural Features and Sacred Structures

The mausolewm at Matheerah s distinguished by its
unique architectural elements. The structure incluoes
an intricately designed doorway, reminiscent of the
18th-century Kandhuvalu mosque found in Utheemu.
Despite the ravages of time, traces of its original lacouer
work anol craftemanship remain vistble .

-] info@nhalifatoll.gov.mv
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Decline and Preservation Challenges
The decline of Matheerah's status as a spiritual center can
be attributed to several factors. tn the 1980, veligious
reforms Led to the cessation of certain practices associated
with the shrine, as they were deemed innovations not
vooted i orthodox tslamic teachings . Additionally, the
island's remote Location and the erosion of traditional
bellefs have contributed to its abandonment.
Efforts to preserve Matheerah have been Limited. While the
island's historical and cultural value is ackwowledged,
it has wot been prioritized for conservation. The lack of
infrastructure and resources has hindered restoration and
maintenance projects, leaving the site vulnerable to
environmental degradation .

cultural Significance and Legacy

Matheeran's legacy extends beyond its physical
structures. The island embodies the spiritual and
communal traditions of the Maldivian people. The
rituals performed at the shrine reflected a deep-seated
belief in the tnterconmection between the material and
spiritual worlds. The communal sharing of offerings
veinforced social bonds and collective identity.
In contemporary thmes, Matheernh serves as a polgnant
reminder of the Maldives' rich cultural heritage. While
the island may no longer function as a center of
pilgrimage, its historical narratives continue to inspire
reflection on the evolution of veligious practices and
community Life in the region.
Conclusion
Matheerah stands as a testament to the Maldives'
complex tapestry of MILSJCDYB, culture, and spivitumit@
Frow its origins as a sacved site to its curvent state of
neglect, the island's jowrney wirrors broader themes
of change and continuity in Maldivian soclety).
Preserving Matheerah is wot werely an act of
conservation but a commitment to honoring the
traditions and values that have shaped the wation's
Lolentity.

0 Ha. Atoll Council
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as it was a place where
thirty years a
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\ Eco Park / HA. Molhadhoo

n peaceful retreat

Water Well / HA. Molhadhoo

Visttors can

e and enriching destination

an authentic Maldivian

HA. Molhadhoo s a coptivating lsland n the
northernmost veaches of the Maldives, nestled
in Han ALL Atoll. with its lush greenery,
pristine white sandy beaches, and a rich cultural
heritage, it offers an authentic Maldivian
experience away from the typleal resort crowds.

Eco Park / HA. Molhadhoo
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THE HOARA ISLAND

Hoarafushi is an inhabited tsland Located in
the northernmost administrative division of
the Maldives, Haa ALif Atoll.

The island's name, "Hoarafushl," is derived
from the Dhivehi word "hoara," wmeaning the
great frigatebivd, which was once commonly
seen L the area.

Hoarafushi's blend of rich history, cultural
heritage, and wnatural beauty wmakes it a
unique d stination tn the Maldives,
L*erwm visitors a Q‘me:se into the traditional
Maldivian wag of Life amidst stunning tropieal

surroundings.
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The surrounding Haa ALf Atoll is renowned for

its natural beauty and blodiversity. The reglon
features newly formed coral islets, thriving
marine life, and the protecteod Gallandhoo
(Blrd (sland), which serves as a sanctuary
for various seabird species. Additionally, the
®Bilehdhoo Thila, knowwn as the fish aquartum,
" is a popular diving spot celebrated for its
vibrant coral veefs and abundant marine Life .

www.halifatoll.gov.mv € Ha. Atoll Council

, Hoarafu

neets seve

SuUrroun
nery,

pmw but

f‘TH e Maldives

d beaut
hite san

wWhether Yow're
Fannu s a tl
relive the e

tW wbmw*

1 tra
ands.

a4 L_ig

av
(Y L+h

ok .
[t info@halifatoll.gov.mv '_9 www.halifatoll.gov.mv

€ Ha. Atoll Council



Thavandhoo

thavandhoo C

of

rooted n the i

traditional co

nd traditions, ma
al, but a cultwral ¢

h, spice, and the |

Fish Chips / HA. Thavandhoo

C an
ttlonal

not only a way to p

THE FISHERMEN’S PARADISE

ENEYD

havandhoo s a charming island nestled Surrounded by turquotise
in the northernmmost reaches of the Maldives, lagoons and coral reefs teeming with
in the Haa ALLF Atoll (also kwown as marine Life, t’'s a sereme destination
thavanodhippolhu Atoll). Kwnowwn for its perfect for travelers seeking a peaceful
7 i o . n i ) \ Lvni +) 1 {ct
rich cultural heritage, tranquil atwosphere, retreat away from the typleal tourist
.\ . o +vall 3 T+ | g +
and warm hospitality, havandhoo offers trail. with its blend of history, natural
a unique glimpse tnto traditional Maldivian bmv‘tfﬂ/ and a strong sense of QERARIADEY, : . ) - .
i i (havandhoo invites Yyou to discover the = 3 . ¢ : o N nstory
island Life. =Y .

Maldives bewm& the resorts.
Smoked Fish / HA. Thavandhoo
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THE KELAVAKI ISLAND

Kelaa, a picturesque island nestled in the Han AL
Atoll of northern Maldives, is a hidden gem brimming To experience the authentic Maldives untoucheo

with history, natural beauty, and serene island charm. beaches, rich history, and warm tsland hospitality.
Swrrounded by turquoise waters and swaying coconut  Walk the paths of a natlonal hevo, explore coral-
palms, Kelaa is where time slows down and traditions fringed shores, and wawind in serene, crowd-free
come to life. with friendly Locals, peaceful beaches, — beauty. Kelaa is your peaceful escape with a story
and a rich cultural heartbent, Kelan warmly welcomes o tell.

You to experience the Maldives in its wost authentic
anol tranguil form.

SECRETARIAT OF THE NORTH THILADHUNMATHI ATOLL COUNCIL

Kelaa Badi Ge / HA. Kelaa
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vashafaru is a pleturesque island Located tn
the northern Haa ALLL Atoll of the Maldives,
known for its scemie beauty, rich cultural
heritage, and close-knit community.
Surrounded by turquoise waters and
fringed with white sandy beaches, the
island s also home to fertile lands and
traditional craftsmanship.

SECRETARIAT OF THE NORTH THILADHUNMATHI ATOLL COUNCIL ’
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Vashafaru

THE PRISTINE BEACH ISLAND

vashafaru holds historieal significance as
one of the few islands with anclent coral
stone structures and is celebrated for
presew'mg\ thme-honored customs, making
it a unique blend of natwral charm and
cultural legacy.

-
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Dhidhdhoo

]

THE CAPITAL ISLAND

HA. Dhtdhdhoo, the northernmost capital
istand of the Maldives' Haa ALLf Atoll,
stands as a vibrant hub of governance,
commerce, anot commuw&@ n the northern
reglon. Surrounded bg pristine turgquoise
waters and enriched with cultural heritage,
the island blends wnatwral beauty with
growing urban development.

SECRETARIAT OF THE NORTH THILADHUNMATHI ATOLL COUNCIL

Dhidhdhoo s the adwministrative capital of Haa ALl
Atoll, the northernmost atoll of the Maldives. Serving
as the central hub for governance, public services, and
reglonal development, Dhidhohoo plays a key role in
connecting the northern islands. Known for its strategic
location and strong community, the island is an
bmportant center of administration including an atoll
hospital and banking service, education, and commerce
in the atoll.
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Fi1lladhoo

THE DIVER’S PARADISE

Located in the pleturesque Haa Alif Atoll,
HA. Filladhoo is a serene island that captures
the essemce of the Maldives' natural beauty
and vich cultwral heritage. Known for its
pristine beaches, lush vegetation, awnd
weleoming community, Filladhoo offers a
peaceful retreat from the bustle of everyday
Life. wWith its wnspoiled environment and
strong cultural traditions, the island serves
as a captivating destination for those seeking
both relaxation awod a deeper comnection to
Maldivian tsland Life.

SECRETARIAT OF THE NORTH THILADHUNMATHI ATOLL COUNCIL ’
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HA. Filladhoo is a hidden gem in the worthern
Maldives, offering visitors a serewe escape
surrounded by stunning wnatural beauty.
With (ts unspoiled beaches, crystal-clear waters,
and lush landscapes, the island provides a perfect
setting for relaxation and exploration. The warm,
welcoming community adds to the lsland’s charm,
offering a unique opportunity to experience
authentic Maldivian culture and traditions.
Whether you seeR peaceful surrowndings, picturesque
views, or a deeper commection with the Maldives'
vich heritage, HA. Filladhoo promises an unforgettable
and enriching experience.

A
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THE CASSAVA ISLAND

Visiting HA. Maarandhoo offers a vare opportunity to
experience the wntouched beauty and quict char of a
secluded Maldivian island. Surrounded by crystal-clear

HA. Maarandhoo is a peaceful and picturesque islanol
Located tn the Haa ALLf Atoll of the northern Maldives.

Surrounded by crystal-clear waters and lush constal ; o T . . .
en by ery vace > lagoons and vich marine life, the island is an ideal

vegetation, the island offers a tranquil setting ideal vetreat for wature enthusiasts, sworkelers, and those
for nature lovers and those seeking a sereme escape. seeking solicude away from the bustle of wroan life.
Though small in size, Maarandhoo holds cultural ks unspoiled landscapes and tranquil environment
and ecological significance, reflecting the thmeless — make it perfect for peaceful reflection, eco-exploration,

o , , , . ) L L L ), cevenLEl L+, Neel
charm of Maldivian island Life in its purest form. o shpgly) enjpying He saudrily ef We eoonn. (FHA:

Maarandhoo inv visitors to recommect with wature

and discover the authentic vhythm of island life in the
northern Maldives.
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Thakandhoo

THE TRADITIONAL ISLAND

Located tn the northern reaches of Haa ALl Atoll,
HA. Thakandhoo is an island of great historical
and cultural significance in the Maldives. Best
known as the final vesting place of national hero
Sultan Mohamed Thakurufaanu, the tsland holds
a special place tn the nation's history as a sywbol
of cournge and independence. Surrounded by calm
turquotse waters and enriched with traditional
island Llife, Thakandhoo offers both a peaceful
vetveat ano a wmeaningful connection to the
Malolivian spirvit of resilience and heritage.

SECRETARIAT OF THE NORTH THILADHUNMATHI ATOLL COUNCIL

&

:;{ info@halifatoll.gov.mv

o
i

1658

= www.halifatoll.gov.mv

A Visit to HA. Thakandhoo offers an exceptional
opportunity to explore the rich history and cultiral
heritage of the Maldives. The island is home to the
tomb of Sultan Mohamed Thakurufaanu, a revered
natlonal hero who played a pivotal role in Liberating
the Malolives from Portuguese rule in the 16th century.
Visitors can lmmerse themselves in the island's

L |

SL@VV'L{LMVLce, and witness traditional iLsland L'L{@.
With its deep connection to the nation’s past and its
serene, plcturesque swrroundings, Thakandhoo (s a
must-visit destination for those seeking both cultual
enrichment and natural beﬂutg,
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THE NATIONAL HERO ISLAND

Utheemu, located in the worthernmost reaches of the
Maldives' Haa Alif Atoll, stands as a beacon of the
natlows vich cultural and historieal tapestry. This
Ser
M

0
0

rene island s renowned as the birthplace of Sultan
ohamed Thakurufannu, a natlonal hevo. At the heart
£ Utheemu Llies the Utheemu Ganduvarw, a
well-preserved woodew palace that offers a vare glivpse
into the voyal lifestyle of that era. The island's
enduring legacy s further enriched by its ancient
mosque, archaeological sites, awnd the warmth of
lts close-knit community, making
de
storied pa

compelling

a
nation for those seeking to delve into the Maldives'
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Ha. utheemu is a captivating oestination for those
seeleing a deeper understanding of Maldivian heritage
and history. Beyond its historical significance,
Utheemu enchants travelers with its peaceful island
charm, warm hospitality, and glimpses into the
authentic Maldivian way of life. A visit to Ha.
Utheemu Ls not only a joww% through history but
also an enriching cultwral experience that highlights
the proud legacy of the Maldives.
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Introduction

Nestled in the tranquil expanse of Ha. Utheemu in the
Maldives' worthernmost Han AL Atoll, Utheemu
ganduwvarw stands as a testament to the watlon's
rich cultwral heritnge and architectural tngenuity.
This teth-century wooden palace is wnot wmerely a
structure of thmber and coral stone; it is a symbol of
resilience, tradition, and the lndomitable spivit of the
Maldivian people. Serving as the birthplace ano chilothood
home of sSultan Mohamed Thakurufaanu, a revered
natlonal hero, Utheemu Ganduvarw offers a VLVL'LDME
glimpse into the Lifestyle and values of a bygone era.

Historical Significance

The Maldives' history is mariked by periods of foreign
influence and vesistance. From 155€ to 1573, the
archipelago fell under Portuguese colonial vule.
During this tumultuous period, Mohamed
Thakurufannu, along with his brothers and na
dedicated group of compatriots, orchestrated a
series of covert operations to reclaim thelr homeland.
utilizing a vessel wamed Kalhuohfunnd, they
Launched nighttime vatds on Portuguese strongholds,
gradually weakening the occuplers' grip on the
lslands. Thelr perseverance culminated in the
Liberation of Malé in 1573, leading to the end of
Portuguese rule and the restoration of Maldivian
sovereignty. n vecognition of his leadership and
valor, Mohamed Thakurufaanu was crowned Sultan,
ushering in the Utheemu dynasty .

Avrchitectural Marvel

Utheemu Ganduvaruw's architecture veflects the
traditional Maldivian building techniques of the
16th century. Constructed prﬁmwﬁtg from coral
stone and indigenous tinber, the palace showenses
the vesourcefulness and craftsmanship of its
builders. The walls, woven from thin stems of
Dhunburt and bownd with colr vope, are covered
with coconut thateh, providing natwal insulation
against the tropical climate . tntricate wooden
canvings adorn the structure, highlighting the
nesthetic semsibilities of the era. The layout is
designed to ensure optimal ventilation, with
high ceilings anod large windows facilitating
atrflow, tl/\e‘(ebg matntaining a cool Lnterior even
during the hottest months.

@ 1658 info@halifatoll.gov.mv

cultural and Soctal Context

Beyond lts architectural featwres, Utheemu
aanduvarw offers insights Into the soclal and
cultural fabric of 1eth-century Maldivian society.
The vesidence comprises Living quarters, storage
spaces, and communal areas, all avvanged to
veflect the datly Life of a prominent family of the
time. Visitors can observe artifacts and furnishings
that provide a window into the customs, traditions,
and values upheld by the inhabitants. The presence
of o pabm-thateh hut within the palace grounds,
used as a guestroom, further underscores the
hospitality) and communal spirit prevalent in the

comwmmtg .

Preservation and Modern-pa Y Relevance

Recognizing the historical and cultwal tmportance
of Utheemu Ganduvaru, efforts have been wade to
preserve and maintain the palace for future

generntions. Renovatlons over the years have

ensured the structural integrity of the building,
while also retaining its authentic charm. The
palace wow functions as a musewm, offering
guided tours that educate visitors about the life
and times of Sultan Mohamed Thakurufannu,
as well as the broader historical context of the
Maldives during the 16th century .

conclusion

Utheemu qanduvaru stands as more tmwjust n
historical monument; it is a living testament to
the resilience, ingenuity, and cultural richness of
the Maldivian people. Through its preservation,
the legacy of Sultan Mohamed Thakurufaonu
and the traditions of the 16th century continue
to lnspive and educate, bridging the past with the
present. For those secking to wnderstand the
depths of Maldivian history and heritage, a visit
to Utheemu Ganduvaru is an invaluable experience.
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Muraidhoo

THE BANANA ISLAND

Muratdhoo Ls a vibrant inhabited island in the
northernmost veaches of the Maldives, situated within
the Han ALLf Atoll. Muraidhoo s renowned for its
agricultural prowess, particularly in banana
cultivation, making it one of the largest banana
producers b the country . The island's wnatural
beauty Ls complemented by a mangrove wetland

and a vibrant house reef teeming with manta rays,
offering exceptional opportunities for swnorkeling
and warine exploration. Accessible via a short 10-
minute speedboat ride from Hanlmadhoo International
Alrport, Muraidhoo provides a tranquil and authentic
Maldivian experience, away from the wore

commerctalized tourist destinations.
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Ha. Muraidhoo offers an authentic Maldivian
experience, blending natural beauty, rich culture,
and acdventure. Located in Han Alif Atoll, this
Lush island is renowned for its banana cultivation,
contributing sigwiﬁcamﬂg to the local economy).
VL

ln waoter sports, or e

ors caw explore its vibrant community, engage

oy the tranquil beaches. The

lsland's ongoing harbor development promises

enhanced accessibility, waking it an ideal
a

destination for those seeking a peaceful yet

enriching getaway.
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Baarah

HaBaarah is a contemporary fashion and lifestyle
brand known for its fusion of traditional
craftsmanship with wodern design sensibilities.
Rooted in cultural heritage, the brand emphasizes
artisanal techniques, sustainable practices, ano
thoughtful storytelling through its collections.
Ha Baarah alms to crente thmeless pleces that celebrate
individuality, elegance, and ethical fashion.
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Cultural Gews: Performances That Tell our Story

HA. Kelaa Maliku Dhandi s a unique and culturally
significant traditional stick dance that is exclusive to
the lcland of Kelaa n Haa AL Atoll, Maldives.

Although its name references Maliku (Minicoy), the
dance is wnot practiced theve, making it a distinctive

heritage of Kelan alowne. Passed down through

generations, Maltiu Dhandl is performent with decorateol
sticks and accompamed bg W%thméc driumming,
reflecting the community’s deep-rooted commitment to
preserving thelr cultural toentity. The tradition is
actively maintained by local youth, especially through
the efforts of the Kelaa Dhandi Group, ensuring its
continued relevance and celebration in contemporary

Maldivian culture.

HA. Kelaa Dhigu Magu Dhandi (s a unique traditional
dance performed exclusively ow the island of Kelan in
Haa Alif Atoll, Maldives. This cultwral performance,
traditionally held during €ld celebrations and other
special ocemsions, traces its origing to the eva of the
Maldivian sultanate. Historieally, it is belleved to have
been performedt by workers after completing royal outies,
as o gesture of celebration and gratitude. The dance
features participants moving in two rows with decornted
sticks, singing traditional songs that tncrease in rhythm
as they near a symbolic offering—an act known as
Dhafl Negun. Performed today mostly by women dressed
in black with red and green veils, the dance takes place
along the island’s matn voads, accompanied by rhythmic
driumwming and stnging. dhigu Magu dhandl stands as
a wnique expression of Kelaa’s heritage, preserving a
distinet aspect of Maldivian history, identity, and
a"owwvmvmt pride through performance and tradition.

info@halifatoll.gov.mv

HA. vashafaru Boduberw is a distinctive traditional music
and dance form originating from vashafaru, an island in
Haa AL Atoll, Maldives. while Boduberu is widespread

across the Maldives, vashafarws rendition is wnique due to
its local variations and the island's vich cultural heritage.

The performance typieally features a lavge drium (bodu beru)
accompanied by a chorus of singers and dancers. what sets
vashafarw's Boduberw apart is the tncorporation of island-

specific vaythms and melodies, veflecting the community's

unique identity. The dancers often wear traditional attire,
and the performances are characterized by energetic movements
and synchronized steps.

Historically, Boduberu was performedduring communal
gatherings and celebrations, serving s a wedium for
storytelling and soctal cohesion. Today, it continues to be a
vital part of vashafarw's culturnl expressions, preserving the
island's traditions and fostering a sense of community pride

HaBaarah Koadl is a distinetive cultural practice celebrated
on the island of Baarah in Han ALLf Atoll, Maldives. This
tradition involves the creation of a "Kondi," a wooden pole
adorned with pabm fronds and colorful decorations,
symbolizing community spirit and unity. During Eld, the
men of the islano attempt to retrieve the Koadl from a
coconut tree, guarded by the women, in a playful and
spirited manner. The successful ndividual is honored with
a feast and participates in the Alhi Dhell Maali parade the
following day. This unique celebration fosters a sense of
camarnderie anol preserves the rich cultural heritage of the
Maldives.
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Northern Bltes: Stgnature Culsine of Haa Atoll

HA. Dhidhdhoo Hichan BaL is a distinctive culinary
tradition unique to the island of Dhidhdhoo in Haa
Al Atoll, Maldives. This dish, known Llocally as
Hithi or Hichaa Bai, is a traditional Maldivian
preparation typieally served during the islamic holy
wmonth of Ramadan. It holds cultural significance as

a communal weal shaved among famdilies and
nelghbors, fostering a sense of community and
togetherness.

[——

The primary ingredients of Hichan Bal include Locally
sourced fish, coconut, and n blend of spices, reflecting
the (sland's vich maritime heritage. The preparation
methool andl specific ingredients may vary, but the
dish consistently embodies the flavors and culinary
practices passed dowwn through generations. (n
Dhidhdhoo, Hichaa Bal ls not merely a wmeal but a
cultural expression that showenses the island's unique
traditions anod the importance of communal dining
b strengthening soctal bonds.

Utheemu Metaa qandu, is a traditional Maldivian
confection unigue to the island of Utheemu in Haa ALLf
Atoll. This delicacy is crafeed from Hwmetan (sea almonds),
2 local wut, and is renowned for its vich flavor and
cultuwral significance. The preparation of Hmetaa Gandu
involves a weticulous process where the sea abmonds are
carefully harvested, roasted, and combined with watural
sweeteners to create a chewy, wutty treat. The recipe has
been passed down through generations, preserving the
island's culinary heritnge.

Utheemu Hmetan Gandu s not merely a snack but a sywlool
of the island's vich traditions anol community spirit. It is
often prepaved duving festive oceasions and shared among
residents and visitors, embodying the warmth and hospitality
of Utheemu. This unigue confection continues to be a cherished
part of the island's cultural identity.

HA. Baarah Dhigu Baipen s a unique and culturally
sigunificant traditional dish from the island of Baarah in
Han Al Atoll, Maldives. This vich and creamy rice porridge,
Locally known as Dhigu Baipen, holds o special place in the
island’s culinary heritage and is most commonly prepared
oduring festive oceasions such as Eid. Made with rice, coconut
wmilk, and a blend of aromatic spices, Dhigu Baipen is both
nourishing and flavorful. It is often served with traditional
side dishes and enjoyed as part of communal menls,
highlighting the islanders’ strong) sense of community and
hospitality.

what sets Baarah's Dhigu Baipen apart is not just its taste,
out also the tradition surrounding its preparation and
sharing. Passed down through generations, it symbolizes

unity, generosity, and cultwral pride. Today, it continues
to be a cherished part of local celebrations, reflecting the
deep-rooted values and identity of the people of Baarah.
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